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NEWS NOTES ANNOL 


Hard of Hearing Now 
Can Hear N.Y. Theatre 


No longer need theatergoers with 
hearing deficiencies miss enjoying 
Broadway plays. The reason is a new 
theater listening system that works by 
invisible infrared light. The system, 
developed by Sennheiser Electronics, 
is now in use at the LUNT- 
FONTANNE theatre where ‘Peter 
Pan” has been revived and the 
BARRYMORE theatre where Tony 
Perkins and Mia Farrow star in the 
new “‘Romantic Comedy.” 

Installed by Richard Fitzgerald, 
president of Sound Associates Inc., in 
cooperation with the producers of 
Peter Pan and Romantic Comedy, the 
listening system makes use of a 
lightweight unit without any con- 
necting wires or cables. Instead, a 
“magic eye” diode receives sound 
signals via infrared light, processed 
and transmitted from the theater’s 
master sound system. 

The result is not only individually 
controlled amplification but im- 
proved clarity, says sound designer 
Richard Fitzgerald. “This is a first for 
Broadway,” Fitzgerald states. ““Now 
theatergoers can hear the show from 
anywhere in the theater with in- 
creased understanding and enjoy- 
ment.” 

The new system also benefits peo- 


32 ple who are not hard of hearing, 


Fitzgerald declares. “A lot of times, 
theatergoers don’t get as good a seat 
as they would like,” he says. ‘““You 
can be too close or too far away. But 
with this new infrared listening 
system, you can hear all of the 
production without difficulty even 
from the top balcony. In terms of 
sound, you always have the best seat 
in the house.” 

Fitzgerald calls attention to 
another advantage of the Sennheiser 
infrared listening system, one of 
special interest to audiophiles. “This 
infrared unit gives a new dimension to 
the theatrical experience. You 
become more environmentally in- 
volved. The reality of listening is 
more intimate and enjoyable,”’ he ex- 
plains. 

Fitzgerald stresses that the infrared 
sound system is a listening aid inten- 
ded to reinforce and supplement ex- 
isting sound. “‘For most users, it does 
not replace the actual listening,” he 
explains. “There is still the liveness of 
the theater’s existing sound system 
and the production itself which is also 
heard. In other words, the infrared 
system is not a substitute but a sup- 
plement for listening.” 

Initial reaction from users at 
preview performances of “Peter Pan” 
and “‘Romantic Comedy” have been 
highly favorable. Cited most often 
has been the “clarity of sound” and 
“ease of wearing’ as features most 
liked about the system. 


The infrared sound system is 
currently in use in a number of 
hospitals for training and demonstra- 
tions. It has also applications in 
movie houses, schools, churches, and 
museums, as well as at meetings and 
conferences requiring simultaneous 
interpretation systems with up to nine 
channels of communications. 


Reimbursement On 
Home Health Care 
Equipment 

Sears, Roebuck and Co. conducted 
a research study of the customers of 
its Home Health Care Catalog. It was 
learned that few expected to receive 
reimbursement for the purchase of 
home health care products from 
Medicare or any medical insurance. 
Part of the problem stemmed from a 
lack of information about benefits or 
a ‘‘fear of forms.”’ 

Sears 1980 Home Health Care 
Catalog, for the first time, has in- 
cluded among the 44 pages of health 
care items, a four-page section de- 
voted to easy-to-read, step-by-step in- 
structions for filing a ‘‘durable medi- 
cal equipment’ (DME) claim. 

The catalog also includes, a defini- 
tion of ‘‘DME”’’ and an explanation of 
how the DME benefit works; facts to 
consider before buying or renting 
such equipment; a ‘‘Certificate of 
Medical Necessity’’ form (for the 
physician to fill out); the official gov- 
ernment ‘‘Request for Medicare pay- 
ment’’ form; and instructions on 


‘*How to Fill Out Your Medicare 
Form.’’ 








